

2026 Alternative Certificate of Eligibility to Enter Higher Surgical Training

This certificatemaybe requiredto confirmthecompetenciesexpectedat completionofCore SurgicalTraining.

ItisNOTrequiredif:
1) You arecurrentlyaCore SurgicalTraineeasevidenced bywritten confirmationfromthe relevant programme, have a satisfactoryARCPoutcome afterCore Training Year1 and are on tracktoachievea satisfactory ARCPoutcome atthe end ofCoreTrainingYear2.OR
2) You have already completedanapproved CoreSurgicalTrainingprogramme as evidenced bywritten confirmationfromthe relevantprogramme andwritten confirmation of a satisfactoryARCPoutcome at the endofthe programme

ALLotherapplicantsshouldhavethiscertificatecompleted.Failuretodosowillresultinexclusionfromtheapplicationprocess.

Pleasenote:
1) Thiscertificateshould only becompleted andsigned byconsultants / specialistsin independent practiceinsurgicalspecialties:
· CardiothoracicSurgery
· GeneralSurgery
· Neurosurgery
· Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
· Otolaryngology 
· PaediatricSurgery
· PlasticSurgery 
· Traumaand Orthopaedic Surgery
· Urology
· Vascular Surgery

2) YouMUSTbe ableto demonstrate abilityinALLthelisted competencies by time of application. You mayask either:
a) oneconsultant/ specialistto complete theWHOLEformor
b) more thanone consultant/ specialisttocomplete thosesectionsthey areable toin orderthattheWHOLEformiscompleted

3) Consultants/specialistscanonly sign this formif youhaveworked withthemforaminimum of 3 months.Theyshouldinitial(NOTTICK)theboxeson theform

4) ALLsectionsof the formMUSTbe completed. Failure ofthe consultant(s)/ specialist(s)to complete allthedetailsaboutthemselvesislikely to resultinyou,the applicant,being WITHDRAWNfromtheselectionprocess.CHECKTHEFORMYOURSELF

5) Please note that applicants using the alternative certificate of core surgical training for entry into a surgical specialty will be awarded a Certificate of Eligibility for Specialist Registration – Combined Programme (CESR (CP)) rather than a Certificate of Completion of Training (CCT) upon successful completion of their higher specialty training programme.  For more information, please refer to the GMC website:

https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/the-medical-register/a-guide-to-the-medical-register/specialist-and-gp-application-types
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InstructionsforConsultants/SpecialistsCompletingThisForm

The person asking you to complete thisformisapplyingfor a higher surgicaltraining programmeinthe UK.Inordertoprocesstheirapplication,we need to knowtheyhaveachievedthe competencies listed onthisformtothe standard expected ofUKCoreSurgical Training year2 doctors.

The competenciesare takenfromthe UKGeneral MedicalCouncil’sprinciplesforGoodMedicalPractice andfrom the syllabusforCoreSurgical Traininginthe UKasdetailed onthe Intercollegiate SurgicalCurriculumProgramme (ISCP)website:

www.iscp.ac.uk

Please note thatthe applicanthastodemonstrateALLthe listed competencies.Ifyou are unable tocommenton anyofthecompetencies,please leavethatsection blank.The applicantsare instructedto have asmanyconsultants/specialistsasare required to contributetothisformtodemonstrate theyhaveall the competencies.

Only sign the competencies that you are able to confirm. You do not need to have personally witnessed all competencies but should be satisfied that any you sign off have been achieved and that there is no reason why these competencies are in doubt or should prevent progress to ST3. Examples of how you can satisfy yourself about attainment of a competency include:
o   your own observation of them
o   confirmation from another supervisor that the candidate possesses the competency
o   (for those maintaining one) viewing their ePortfolio.
Any competencies claimed to have been acquired during a CST programme MUST be evidenced within their ePortfolio. Alternative evidence of the competency achieved and demonstrated subsequent to leaving the CST programme must be provided for any which are not recorded in the ePortfolio.
Please use yourinitialsto complete those sectionsofthe form youfeel able todo so

EachConsultant/Specialistcontributingtothisform mustcomplete theirownseparatedeclarationas failuretodosowillrender the applicantineligible for this application round

Thankyouforyourhelp.


CONSULTANT/SPECIALIST DECLARATION

	Your name
	

	Professionalstatus
	

	Currentpost
	

	Addressforcorrespondence
	

	Emailaddress
	

	Telephonenumber
	

	UKGMCnumber
	

	Ifnot registered with theGMC, please give:

Registration Body RegistrationNumber
and pleaseattacha photocopy ofyour registration certificate
	



	Applicant Name 
	

	Applicant Specialty and Level
	

	Dates post held (from-to)
	

	Name of Hospital
	

	Country 
	



· I confirmIhave viewed theISCPwebsite andamaware ofthe standardsrequiredof UKCoreSurgicalTraining Year2doctors

· I confirmtheapplicant namedabovehas worked formeforaminimumof 3months

· I confirmIhave personallyobservedtheapplicantdemonstratingthe competencies listedor have reliablealternativeevidencethat theyhaveachievedthem

Allthreeboxesmust beticked

Signature……………………………..………………Initials(asusedin completingthe form)……… 
Surgical Specialty………………………………………

Date…………………………



Official Stamp

Professionalisms and Leadership	ApplicantName…………………………………...

	Pleasecompletetheboxesusing yourinitials
	
demonstrates
	doesnot
demonstrate
	cannot
comment

	1. Good clinical care

	Demonstratesthe knowledge,skills andbehaviours,to be able tocarryoutthe following activities:

	1.1 historytaking
	
	
	

	1.2 clinicalexamination
	
	
	

	1.3 making a diagnosis
	
	
	

	1.4 safe prescribing
	
	
	

	1.5 reduce the riskofcrossinfection
	
	
	

	2. Communication

	Demonstratesthe knowledge, skills andbehaviours,to be able tocommunicate effectivelyinthese situations:

	2.1 with patients
	
	
	

	2.2 breaking bad news
	
	
	

	2.3 dealing withcomplaints
	
	
	

	2.4 with colleagues
	
	
	

	3. Teaching andTraining

	3.1 Demonstratesthe knowledge, skills andbehaviours,to be able toteach andtrain avarietyof health professionals
	
	
	

	4. Keepinguptodate

	Demonstratesthe knowledge,knowledge, skills andbehaviours,to be able touse thefollowing activitiestoimprovepatientcare:

	4.1lifelonglearning
	
	
	

	4.2guidelinesand evidence
	
	
	

	4.3audit
	
	
	

	5. LeadershipandTeamworking

	5.1 Demonstrateseffectiveleading ofand working within teams in amedicalcontext
	
	
	

	6. QualityImprovement

	6.1 Understandsthe principlesofclinicalgovernance and the processeswhich safeguard high standardsofclinical care and which facilitatetheimprovementofclinical services
	
	
	

	7. HealthPromotion

	7.1 Demonstratesthe knowledge, skills andbehaviours,to be able toeducate patientseffectively about health issues, including Dementia, Obesity, Exercise and Physical fitness.
	
	
	

	8. NHSManagement

	8.1 Understandsthe structure ofthe NHSand themanagement of localhealthcare systemsin ordertobe able toparticipate fullyinmanaging healthcareprovision
	
	
	

	9. Ethics andlegalissues

	Understandsthe principlesand practicesinvolvedin:

	9.1 medical ethicsand ethical research
	
	
	

	9.2 obtainingvalid consent
	
	
	

	9.3 legal frameworkofpractice
	
	
	

	10. Probity

	Demonstratesthe higheststandardsofpersonalprobity
	
	
	



Generic CoreSurgical Skills	ApplicantName…………………………………...
	Pleasecompletetheboxesusing yourinitials
	
 demonstrates
	doesnot
demonstrate
	cannot
comment

	

	

	11. Managementofcommonsurgicalconditions

	11.1 can assessand initiateinvestigation andmanagement of common surgical conditionswhichmayconfront anypatient whilstunderthe care ofsurgeons, irrespectiveoftheir specialty
	
	
	

	11.2 sufficientknowledge ofthese conditionsso asto know what
and to whomtoreferandto be ableto discussthe patient’s case knowledgeably
	
	
	

	12. Perioperative Care

	12.1 Pre- operative - Ability to assess and manage pre-operative risk, including cardio-respiratory function and other co-morbidities, in holistic manner
	
	
	

	12.2a Intra-operative – knowledge of the WHO checklist and how to implement it.
	
	
	

	12.2b Intra-operative – demonstrates appropriate behavior in an operating environment.
	
	
	

	12.3 Post- operative - Ability to manage patients post-operatively including analygesia, fluid management and initial treatment of common complications.
	
	
	

	13. Basic surgical skills

	13.1 demonstrates appropriate behavior in an operating environment.
	
	
	

	13.2 Management of Asepsis
	
	
	

	13.3 local anesthetic 
	
	
	

	13.4 Incision of skin
	
	
	

	13.5 Closure of skin
	
	
	

	13.6 Using retractors
	
	
	

	13.7 Using drains
	
	
	

	13.8 Labelling biopsies
	
	
	

	13.9 Using a camera in surgical endoscopy
	
	
	

	14. Critical care

	14.1 Trauma - abilityto safelyassessa patientwithmultipleinjuries
	
	
	

	14.2 Trauma - abilitytoinitiatemanagementofallcommoninjuries
	
	
	

	14.3 Sepsis – Resuscitation and early management of a septic patient.
	
	
	

	14.4 ICU – has a working knowledge of the principles of ICU
	
	
	

	15. Paediatrics

	15.1 abilitytoassessand initiatemanagementofchildren with common surgical conditions
	
	
	

	15.2 understandsthe issuesofchild protection and can take
action asappropriate
	
	
	

	16.Thedyingpatient

	16.1 understandsthe principlesofpalliative care andcanmanage a dying patient
	
	
	

	16.2 understandsthe issuessurrounding a “notforresuscitation”
certificate
	
	
	

	16.3 understandsthe principlesoforgan donationand brainstem death
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